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The European Development Cooperation Support Programme

We are pleased to announce the establishment of the European Development Cooperation Support Programme.  This is an Overseas Development Institute (ODI) initiative, with initial funding from the Department for International Development.  It will be led by Mikaela Gavas, ODI Research Associate, Simon Maxwell, the former Director of the ODI and now Senior Research Associate and Deborah Johnson, EDCSP Coordinator.
Internationally, the ‘development’ project faces unprecedented challenge, the result of a vicious interaction between the food, fuel and financial crises, with climate change assuming ever-greater urgency.  In Europe, the European Union (EU) faces major change and choices:  the inauguration of a new European Parliament, which will be involved in shaping more and more policies; the appointment of the new European Commissioners with portfolios which may change; the potential ratification of the Lisbon Treaty in October; and the results of the fundamental budget review.  The EU will be swept into a wave of reform touching on the institutions, the policies and the instruments of EU engagement in the world.  The outcomes will have a direct effect on the EU’s ability to live up to its potential as a proactive and effective actor on the international stage.  
The European Development Cooperation Support Programme builds on an initiative by Agence Française de Développement in 2008 at Ermenonville and a follow-up event in London in April 2009 on the 'Evolution of EU Development Cooperation', co-hosted by ODI and DFID.
The programme will focus on building an infrastructure of knowledge, contacts and information on EU development cooperation, in order to support the debate on EU institutional and policy change.  It will construct a community of key actors and stakeholders; inform and advise ‘change-makers’ of current thinking and analysis of EU development cooperation and its relation to the wider arena of EU external action; support the conversation on EU external relations architecture; and take the agenda forward through policy analysis and by promoting the sharing and practical use of knowledge and information.
Download the report and papers of the Ermenonville conference: http://www.afd.fr/jahia/Jahia/AFD-Europe/
Download the Background Paper on ‘The Evolution of EU Development Cooperation: Taking the Change Agenda Forward’ (April 2009): http://www.odi.org.uk/resources/download/3294.pdf
Read the report of the public meeting in London on 29 April, listen to the audio and see Mikaela’s Powerpoint presentation: 
http://www.odi.org.uk/events/report.asp?id=488&title=evolution-european-development-cooperation-taking-change-agenda-forward
Read Simon and Mikaela’s blog in Europe’s World on 'Reading between the lines: Are European Development Ministers living up to expectations?' (July 2009): 
http://www.europesworld.org/NewEnglish/Home/CommunityPosts/tabid/809/PostID/572/ReadingbetweenthelinesareEuropeandevelopmentministerslivinguptoexpectations
A site on the European Development Cooperation Support Programme will be available on the ODI website shortly.  In the meantime, further information can be obtained from:

Deborah Johnson, EDSCP@odi.org.uk, +44 (0) 75 2549 7217

Mikaela Gavas, m.gavas.ra@odi.org.uk, +44 (0) 79 4171 3443
